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Laumeier Sculpture Park Hosts CEC ArtsLink Fellow  

Lana Sokolova from Baku, Azerbaijan 

 

(ST. LOUIS, MO)—Laumeier Sculpture Park welcomes CEC ArtsLink Fellow Lana Sokolova from Baku, Azerbaijan, 

October 9 – November 12, 2014. Sokolova is the Local Programs Director at YARAT Contemporary Art Space, a nonprofit 

organization dedicated to nurturing an understanding of contemporary art in Azerbaijan and creating a platform for 

Azerbaijani art, both nationally and internationally. Based in Baku, YARAT (meaning “create” in Azerbaijani) was founded 

in 2011. In her role, Sokolova oversees creative projects with a focus on urban revival and cultural dialogue, seeking to 

bring contemporary Azerbaijani art to American audiences and forge new collaborations with art institutions, galleries and 

cultural centers in the United States. In 2013, she organized a major public art festival featuring ten works by artists from 

Azerbaijan, the UK, Russia, the US, Georgia and the Netherlands at sites throughout Baku. 

 

“We are so pleased to be hosting Lana Sokolova as a CEC ArtsLink Fellow this month,” said Dana Turkovic, Curator of 

Exhibitions at Laumeier. “Lana’s interest in public art ties into both our mission as a sculpture park and our ongoing work 

with artists who continue to push the traditional definitions of ‘sculpture.’ I look forward to introducing Lana to the diversity 

of arts organizations, artists and curators within the St. Louis community, providing her with an intense education in how 

cultural organizations here are formed and sustained.” 

 

Sokolova served as an adjunct curator for Laumeier's Special Exhibition booth at EXPO Chicago in September 2014, 

providing a link to the work of Farid Rasulov through film. Sokolova and Rasulov are part of Laumeier’s new five-year 

series of projects and collaborations organized under the rubric New Territories, which will twist the economic acronym 

BRICS [Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa] beyond the market forces driving the global economy. Throughout the 

next five years, Laumeier staff and adjunct curators will work with artists including Danica Dakić (Bosnia), Raqs Media 

Collective and Gigi Scaria (India), Duane Linklater (Canada) and Mohau Modisakeng (South Africa). These artists will 

imaginatively challenge the Western, economy-driven thinking about these global cultural zones beyond the yin and yang 

of East vs. West and North vs. South. 

 

Laumeier was selected to receive an ArtsLink Residencies award of $6,500 to provide for Sokolova’s residency. CEC 

ArtsLink Residencies offer artists and arts managers from 37 overseas countries five-week residencies at nonprofit arts 

organizations throughout the United States. The program enables artists and communities across the country to share 

their artistic practices with artists and arts managers from abroad and engage in dialogue that advances understanding 

across cultures. In addition to the 15 ArtsLink Residencies awards given this year, CEC ArtsLink made seven ArtsLink 

Projects awards to American artists pursuing joint projects with colleagues abroad, and two Independent Projects awards to 

international arts professionals carrying out projects in the United States. CEC ArtsLink will distribute over $140,000 in 

Residencies, ArtsLink Projects and Independent Projects awards this year. 

 

### 

 
About CEC ArtsLink 

CEC ArtsLink promotes international communication and understanding through collaborative, innovative arts projects for mutual benefit. We support 

and produce programs that encourage the exchange of visual and performing artists and cultural managers in the United States and 32 countries 

overseas. CEC ArtsLink was founded in 1962 to enable citizens of the United States and the Soviet Union to accomplish what their governments would 

not do–open doors, share ideas and build mutual trust. Our lasting partnerships abroad enable us to build and broaden our international reach, as 

today’s transformed and complex world makes citizen diplomacy more urgently necessary than ever. CEC ArtsLink is a partnership between CEC 

ArtsLink, National Endowment for the Arts, Ohio Arts Council and the Trust for Mutual Understanding, with additional support from the Kettering Fund, the 

Robert Sterling Clark Foundation, the Milton and Sally Avery Arts Foundation and the Polish Cultural Institute. 
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About Laumeier Sculpture Park 

Laumeier Sculpture Park is a living laboratory where artists and audiences explore the relationship between contemporary art and the natural 

environment. Founded in 1976, Laumeier is one of the first and largest dedicated sculpture parks in the country, making it an institution of international 

significance as well as a unique complement to the cultural landscape of the St. Louis region. Laumeier is a nonprofit, accredited art museum that 

operates in partnership with St. Louis County Parks. Projects and programs are supported by the Mark Twain Laumeier Endowment Fund, the Regional 

Arts Commission, the University of Missouri-St. Louis, Missouri Arts Council and the Arts and Education Council of St. Louis. Laumeier presents 60 

works of large-scale outdoor sculpture in a 105-acre park available free to the public year-round, and serves 300,000 patrons annually through 

temporary exhibitions, education programs, public events and sculpture conservation. 


